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It’s that time of year when we are all rushing about getting our last minute chores done, quilts made, food prepared …there never seems to be enough time! But there is always time to remember good friends.
We want to thank all our friends for the wonderful support you have given us this year. Over the Top Quilting Studio has become an exciting and creative place to be!  You have given us so many wonderful projects this year. It seems everyone has gotten the ‘creative bug’ and has challenged themselves to a new level.
We have expanded our business to include the sales representation of the APQS family of longarm quilting machines. It has allowed us to attend shows and seminars to display the Millennium - the longarm quilting machine that we use and the Lenni,   the smaller but same quality machine for the home user. APQS has recently released the Lucey, a longarm machine geared to the home user but with a deeper throat area – 26” the same as the Millennium. The Lenni retails for $9,900 and the Lucey $13, 800. 
We have access to many pre-owned or show machines too if you want a GREAT machine at a good price. All our new machines come with a 3 year parts and labor warranty and the used ones even come with a one year parts and labor warranty. The customer service of an APQS machine is superb – you have us here to assist you as well as the team of technicians at APQS!  Schedule an appointment today to test drive our machine and learn of all the options to have your OWN machine.  See the notice later on in this newsletter for a time to come to the Studio.
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2009 PROJECT GRADUATION 

“To accomplish the goal of promoting a drug-free and alcohol free graduation night
 for all 2009 graduates”

Do you have a student, relative or neighbor that is graduating in 2009? We are offering 10% back for either Cedar Park High School or Westlake High School’s Project Graduations for every t-shirt quilt that is brought in before May 2009.  We offer 5% back for any other high school that supports their own Project Graduation. 
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As so many of you know, Susan and Chris are from New York and our winters in New York were so different than in Texas! Not to say one is better than the other, but the one real thing missing is the cold clear blue sunny days with the smell of snow in the air! We miss those days but do celebrate the warmer weather and lighter jackets. 

 What does this have to do with quilting? When day after day it was too cold to go out or too icy to drive we would hunker down and sew! Some of our best quilts were made during the cold winters. 
Here in Texas it just doesn’t get that cold, so there isn’t too much ‘hunkering’! 

 To encourage you to hunker down and get to that machine we would like to offer our ‘winter special’.  Bring us a completed quilt top for machine quilting and we will offer a chilly 20% discount for one quilt during the month of January. 
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A little Twist

Here is a twist on Hot Chocolate…When liquid is not enough!

5 MINUTE CHOCOLATE MUG CAKE
 1 coffee mug 
4 tablespoons all-purpose flour (not self-rising) 
4 tablespoons sugar 
2 tablespoons baking cocoa 
1 egg 
3 tablespoons milk 
3 tablespoons oil 
3 tablespoons chocolate chips (optional) 
Small splash of vanilla 
 
 
Add the dry ingredients to the mug and mix well. Add the egg and mix thoroughly. 
Pour in the milk and oil and mix well. 
Add the chocolate chips (if using) and vanilla, and mix again n. 
 
Put your mug in the microwave and cook for 3 minutes at 1000 watts. 
The cake will rise over the top of the mug, but don't be alarmed! 
 Allow to cool a little, and tip out onto a plate if desired. 
 
EAT! (This can serve 2 if you want to share!) 
 
And why is this the most dangerous cake recipe in the world? 
Because now we are all only 5 minutes away from chocolate 
cake at any time of the day or night!  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2009

Are you ready to break out of the doldrums and learn something new and exiting? 

We are offering an introductory class to longarm quilting! 

Our basic beginner’s class is a one hour hands on class that allows our students to see how a machine works and what can be accomplished with a longarm quilting machine.  You will learn how to handle the machine, feel comfortable with the techniques and learn a few tips! 

January 10, 2009 – 10:00 – 11:00am

Class size limited to 3 – Price…………FREE
Have you had your longarm for some time now and are ready to go beyond meandering and wide open stippling? Allow us to teach you some new techniques on how to accurately fill space and how to best ‘read a quilt’ 

January 24, 2009 – 9:00am – 12:00pm

Class is limited to current longarm users and size is limited to 3

This 3 hour class includes hands on and sketching techniques. ……………$150.00
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Newsletter’s Charity of Choice
Mobile Loaves and Fishes




"Providing food, clo

	Who Are We?: The Mobile Loaves & Fishes Story

	Who we are:  Mobile Loaves & Fishes, Inc. (MLF) is a social outreach ministry for the homeless and indigent working poor.  We have been a 501(c)(3) nonprofit since 1998, the year we were founded. 
What we do:  Our mission is to provide food, clothing, and dignity to our brothers and sisters in need.   We accomplish this mission through the use of 12 catering trucks that go out onto the city streets of Austin, San Antonio, New Orleans, Providence, and Nashville every night of the week, thanks to the hard work of our almost 10,000 volunteers and a single supply truck.  
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	How we started: Six parishioners of Saint John Neumann Catholic Church in Austin, TX founded Mobile Loaves & Fishes in the summer of 1998.  The idea of using catering trucks to distribute food was planted by a conversation one of our founders had with a fellow parishioner, and the rest, as they say, is history.  He shared his idea with the four original founders, and before they knew it both prayers and cash were being offered in support.  

The sixth founder, formerly homeless himself, became the founder’s guide to the streets, and they began distributing 75 sack lunches a day to test their resolve in fulfilling God’s call.  The first trip was in September of 1988, and by December of that year there was enough money to purchase a 1997 Ford F-250 pick-up truck with a catering bed.

April 1999 was the first full month of scheduled operations; there were seven teams each committing to one night per month.  In May 1999 the truck was debuted to St. John Neumann Catholic community, and over 150 volunteers from the parish signed up to serve.  Soon we were doing 15 runs a month in the truck.  

In 2002 we expanded outside of the St. John Neumann community and planted new catering trucks in both the St. Thomas More community and the St. Louis community, both in Austin, TX.  

In 2004 new trucks were planted in San Antonio and the Austin Downtown Alliance of Churches.  Another truck was planted in New Orleans at the Trinity Episcopal Church in New Orleans after parishioners there were impressed with our immediate relief efforts to our brothers and sisters in Louisiana and Mississippi devastated by Hurricane Katrina. 

In 2007 we planted three seeds, one in Texas, one in Tennessee, and one in Rhode Island.  For a full list of our communities please visit our community contacts page.  We also served our 1 millionth meal in 2007.  

Today , in addition to continuing our mission, we have expanded it Habitat on Wheels (HOW), which places homeless people into gently used recreational vehicles that have been fully furnished.  To read more about HOW, please look at our HOW information page.  


hing, and dignity to our brothers and sisters in need"
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We thank all of you for your continued support and we wish you, your family and friends a healthy and prosperous New Year!
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We complete your quilt. 
We can start with just your pieces or we can start with 
just your dream!

Info@overthetopquilting.com
512-971-5721 or 512-466-2385

Chris Wenz and Susan Rubino

www.overthetopquilting.com
